THEj         NOBLEMAN

and opulence irl his home. But she had forgotten
to enquire which of his ancestors had been en-
nobled. Unluckily it was his father, who, by
distinguished services and many virtues, had
merited this honour. Wise men might argue that
when rank has been acquired in this manner the
most recent nobility is the best, that the first noble
of his race has the most right to be proud of a title
which he has won for himself, that its second
bearer will be worth more than its twentieth, and
that it is to be presumed that Valaincourt resembled
his father more closely than Baron d'Arnonville
his thirtieth ancestor. But wise men are not com-
petent to judge the work of prejudice, and Valain-
court knew of the prejudice and the weight it
would have with Julia's father.

But now the date for Julia's departure was at
hand; and the distress of the lovers increased their
tenderness.

At the moment of retiring for the night they
chanced to find themselves alone in an unlit
corridor. Valaincourt took Julia's hand and
kissed it with more emotion than he had yet shown
(for it was not the first time that he had kissed it,
and Julia, during the past few days, had always
removed her glove before giving her hand to
Valaincourt). The following day they found
themselves in the same corridor and the same
darkness; whereupon Valaincourt kissed Julia,
and Julia, who did not like to refuse what she
could so easily grant, let herself be kissed. The
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